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October 16, 1915. 


Miss Ella McAbirtrie, 

Noriw>od Avenue, Chestnut IUllj 
Philadelpuia, Pennsylvania. 

Dear iiadaia: 

The donation to this Department by the g-rand- 
children of Mrs. Elizabeth (Coxe) McMurtrie of a 
volume of unpublished colored plates painted by her 
and of a volume of manuscript^ ^on i^.ich ivas based 
"A View of the Cultivation of Pioiit Trees,” pun- 
lished in 1817 by their great-grandfather, Valliam 
Coxe,is hereby gratefully acknowledged. 

As ^Imerican pomological literature practically 
dates from the issue of Coxe’s volume^ the placing 
of these plates and the manuscript \^ich accompanies 
them, upon which the published ivork was evidently 
basea, with the Department where they can be care¬ 
fully guarded against loss or destruction and at the 
same time be available to pomological investigators, 
constitutes an important service to xVmerican pomology. 
I am sure that this generosity on your part will be 
Ratifying to all ivoiicers in that field, both in 
this Department and throughout the country. 

Very truly yours, 

(SIGNED) D. F. nOUSlDN, 
Secretary. 


COPY 


1104 Spmcc Street, 
Philadelphia* 


To D. E, Houston, Esq. 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you for your kind note of 
appreciation of the books ivhich it has given 
us—the descendents of Coxc—very great 
pleasure to send to a place ^viiere they may 
be of the use he hoped for a cenhty ago. 

I shall hope some dfiy to see the 
Department of Agriculture if my good fortune 
leads me to V/ashii^ton* 

Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) ELL.V ilcMUIlTiUE. 


21st of October, 1915 


COPY 


October 25, 1915, 


Miss mia M. Mc&kirtrie. 

1104 Spruce streex, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Akdain: 

Throu^ your note of the 21st instant we learn 
of the possibility that you may find opportunity to 

this Dcpiirtnient at some time when in Wasbang^ton. 


visit 


am sure 


i trust that you may be able to do this, as I am 
you will find many matters of interest here, both 
^\lth reference to fruit culture and other phases of 
agriculture. If you should find it convenient to ad¬ 
vise me either by letter or telephone of the time of 
your prospective visit we shall Be very glad to ar¬ 
range to nave someone show you such features of the 
^vork of the Bureau of Plant Industry as may be of 
interest to you. Should it not be convenient to ad¬ 
vise us in advance, we shall in that case do our best 
to afford opportunity to inspect the work. 

In this connection I am enclosing herewith a 
copy of an article from The Country Gentleman of April 
2, 1057, ihich gave us our first clew regarding the 
existence of the colored plates which you have so 
kindly placed vdth the Department. I take it that 
the initials of the writer, 'TS. L. R., Baltimore, Ml., 
indicate that its author was the late Edmond Law 
Rogers of that city, who was a life member of the 
.\merican Pomological Society, evidently much interes¬ 
ted in the work of your great-grandfather, Vdlliam 
Coxe, Mhlch is one of the leading classics of x\merican 
pomology. 

Yours veiy truly, 

(Signed) A. Taylor, 
Chief of Bureau. 
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